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II.-—Homm ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —Poltce. 


THe Sahachar, of the 4th December, in reviewing the resolution 
The Government resolution on the of the Bengal Government on last year’s Police 


‘ce Administration Report for 1888. “fe 5° 
' Administration Report observes as follows :— 


Government has done wrong by reducing, out of considerations of eco- 
nomy, the number of chowkidars and the strength of the regular police. 
The number of constables being smail, the result of this reduction is that 
Police Superintendents are often compelled to draw on the reserve force 
for men. In the mofussil, the jurisdiction of a thana is very wide, and the 
number of men in a thana 1s often insufficient for the purpose of watch and 
ward. This is particularly the case in such districts as Backergunge, Furreed- 
pore, &c., where there are no good roads, and people prefer travelling by boat. 
Constables are now recruited chiefly from among Hindustanis. But as the 
Hindustanis have no detective ability, Bengalis should be employed in their 
place at a higher pay. As the preservation of the peace in the country 
depends entirely on the efficiency of the police, Government is hardly justi- 
fied in reducing expenditure on that head. The system of paying chowki- 
dars has by no means improved their condition. In many instances they 
are no better than sirdars of thieves. Their number should be reduced and 
regular constables should be employed in their place, At present the chow- 
kidar is a labourer during the day, a thief at nightfall, and a watchman at 
dead of night. This state of things calls loudly for change. | 

9, The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 5th December, has heard of a dread- 

____ ful oppression in Calcutta. Several persons died 
nadia dreadful oppression in of fever within a short time at the house of 
, one Mahendra Nath Mookerjee. Alarmed at 
the first death, the family called in eminent European doctors, who, how- 
ever, failed to do anything. In the meantime some one informed the police 
that one of these deaths was due to suspicious circumstances. The corpse 
was not, thereupon, allowed to be burnt, and a post-mortem examination 
was held over it at the hospital, It is ramoured that the doctors, who were 
unable to ascertain the real nature of the disease of which the patient died, 
have brought about all this with a view of securing a post-mortem examina- 
tion for ascertaining what the disease was. The corpse could not be cremated 
for three days on account of this examination. To say nothing of the other 
sufferings of the bereaved family, they had to fast for three days, that is, 
so long as the corpse was not burnt. The writer would like to know who 
is responsible for the oppression thus openly committed in the town. 

3. Acorrespondent of the Sanjivaniz, of the 7th December, writing 

from Kanchrapara, in the Nuddea district, 

the bight ayo fhe police, and gays that on the morning of the 26th Novem- 
ber last he was told by one Kangali Bagdi that 

Hiru Mukerjee of that place, with the aid of a large number of lathials, 
was looting his (Kangali’s) paddy. On his way to the railway station the 
correspondent saw the lathials and heard their loud cries from a distance. 
Everybody was calling out for a chowkidar or constable, but in vain. Mur- 
ari sardar, a chowkidar, heard the call, but affected not to hear it, and 
went another way. The only constable in the village was enjoying his 
smoke in the local dispensary when he was informed by the correepondent 
that Hiru Mukerjee and his lathials were looting Kangali Bagdi’s paddy and 
that a riot was imminent. ‘The constable heard this in silence and went 
on smoking with an air of perfect unconcern. — | 

4. The Gauhar, of the 11th pase 4 not know ary, roreenment 

The Coff . has permitted the re-opening of the coffee- 
ve napstomendb scout edn at Machuabazar in Calcutta. The place 


SaHacHaR, 
Dec. 4th, 1889. 


SURABHI 0 PaTaKa 
Dec, 5th, 1889. 


SANJIVANI 
Dec, 7th, 188 


GavUHak, 
Dec. llth, 1889. 


ae ; 
it” 7a 


SuRABHI O PaTsKa, 
Dec. 5th, 1889. 


. *'SansIVANI, 
Dec, 7th, 1889. 


DARUSSALTANAT, 
Dec. 8th, 1889. 


Som PRAKASH, 
Dec. 9th, 1889, 


( 1090 ) 
is the haunt of all sorts of budmashes who use deadly weapons. The police 
should look sharp. | 


(1)— Working of the Courts, 


6. The Surabhi-o-Patékd, of the 5th December, says that Dr. Rash- 
: ag __ behari Ghose seems to have the best claim to 
ae ot eee 2 High the vacancy which will be caused in the High 
rt Court by the retirement of Justice Rames 
Chandra Mitra. His ability, learning, and conscientiousness are known to 
everybody. Everybody will be, therefore, glad at his appointment as a Judge 
of the High Court, and the prestige of that Court will be maintained by his 
elevation toits bench. But it is doubtful whether the Viceroy will be able to 
set aside the recommendation which may be made by the High Court and the 
Lieutenant-Governor, andso Mr. Amir Ali will be probably the lucky man 
on whom the honour will fall. 
6. The Sanjivant, of the 7th December, cannot approve of the 
manner in which certain newspapers are 
yw gf oo of the Cal- 8 ay the claims of Mr. Amir Ali to the 
. udgeship in the Calcutta High Court, which 
will be soon rendered vacant by the retirement of Mr. Justice Mitra. It is 
true Mr. Amir Ali does not occupy a very high place in the bar, nor bas he 
shown much ability as a barrister. But ability alone has not been always 
taken into consideration in making appointments to the High Court Bench. 
The appointment of a Mussulman Judge to the High Court is extremely 
desirable for a satisfactory decision of intricate questions of Mahomedan 
Law. Mr. Justice Trevelyan and Mr. Justice Syud Mahmud did not 
occupy a very high position in the bar previous to their elevation to the 
bench, and yet they have proved very good Judges. And who knows that 
Mr. Amir Ali too will not prove a good Judge? The editor of course 
cannot say whether the appointment of Mr. Amir Ali or that of Mr. Ahmed 
Yusuf will please the Mahomedan community more, but it is a fact that 
the former is the acknowledged leader of a considerable section of that 
community. 
7. The Darussaltanat, of the 8th December, recommends Mr, Amir 
Ali for the place on the High Court Bench 
Bee Aa Om eae Oe vacant Judge- vacated by Justice Rames Chandra Mitra. 
_— If Mr. Amir Ali is not appointed this time, 
the Mahomedan community will feel extremely disappointed. 
8, The Som Prakdsh, of the 9th December, says that the Charter estab- 
lishing the Calcutta High Court lays down that 
pe ee Oe ee one-third of the Judges of that Court should be 
me Barristers, one-third Civilians, and the remain- 
ing one-third should be recruited from among Pleaders and the Members of 
the Subordinate Judicial Service. Of the 13 existing Judges of the High 
Court, five are Barristers, five Civilians, and the remaining three Pleaders. 
Under these circumstances, a Barrister cannot be appointed in place of 
Justice Rames Chandra Mitra, who is about to retire. Hither one of the 
Pleaders of the High Court, say Dr. Rashbehari Ghosh, Dr. Trailokyanath 
Mitra, Babu Srinath Das, or Babu Durgamohan Das, or a Member of the 
Subordinate Judicial Service, say Babu Brajendranath Sil, should be appointed 
to fill up the vacancy. It is said that the Secretary of State has directed. the 
Government of India to give preference to an eligible Mahomedan candidate 
in filling up the next vacancy in the High Court. If this be true, not 
Mr. Amir Ali, who is a Barrister, but an able Mussulman Pleader, should be 
appointed in place of Justice Mitra in accordance with the requirements of 
the High Court Charter. | shaak 


a 
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: (d)— Education. 
9. The Surabht-o-Patéké, of the 5th December, says. that Mr. 
‘ice taste th tlictia Tawney’s scheme of licensing schools will fail 


to put a stop to the evil which arises from 
setting up schools by way of speculation and to the consequent practice of 
obtaining students by fair means or foul. The proprietors of some private 
schools and colleges undertake to assist students with money from their own 
pockets in order to bring them over to their own institutions. These 
students are not punished even when they are guilty of improper conduct. 
The evil has invaded even Government schools, where too there is now a 
want of strictness in giving promotions from a fear of losing students. The 
evil may be remedied by appointing Inspectors to keep strict watch over 
private schools, 
10. The same paper says that the resolution of the Syndicate changing 
the dates first fixed for the holding of the 
_ University examinations ought to have been 
communicated to the heads of schools and colleges or notified in newspapers. 
And as this has not been done, the candidates are in a very distressed state 
of mind arising from uncertainty in this matter. The writer cannot see the 
good of tormenting the candidates in this way. They cannot even obtain 
the necessary information at the Senate House. In the first place, they have 
no access to the petty Nabobs of the Senate House, and secondly, if any one 
does approach them, the head Babu tells him with a yawn that he knows 
nothing on the subject. | 
ll. The Bangabdsi, of the 7th December, thakes the following 
observations on the Viceroy’s speech at the 
Sine ig a fe Uh recent Convocation of the Lahore Univer- 
sity :— 
The Viceroy’s utterances always deserve a respectful hearing, and they 
are entitled to the highest respect when they are sound and reasonable in 
themseives. It is not right that every one should seek service after he has 
finished his University career. Bat the point to be considered is that 
western education makes every one of its recipients a Babu, and a Babu is 
incapable of anything better than service. The sons of blacksmiths and 
potters give up their ancestral occupations as soon as they receive an 
English education. ‘Lord Lansdowne ought to have taken note of this fact 
in his speech. _ 
Lord Lansdowne is perfectly right in saying that moral instruction 
derived from books or lectures is of little use, and that good examples of 
character set to boys by their teachers is the only form of moral instruction 
that can be efficacious. But Western education has spoiled and is spoiling 
both teachers and pupils, and the example of the teacher cannot therefore 
have a healthy influence on the pupil. A boy’s guardian is his best. moral 
instructor. But Western education has spoiled the Indian guardian too. 
Social opinion is a strong regulator of character. Bunt English education 
has spoiled Indian society itself. | | 
12. The Sanjivant, of the Aa kaa ad ns eg pence “ed the 
vn +, the Entrance authorities of the Calcutta University in 
Rramination ot the, Caleuita Uni making in the middle of the year consider- 
ae able changes in regard to the nature of the 
questions to be set and the number of marks to be awarded to them in the 
English paper in the Entrance Examination of 1890 has caused great 
inconvenience to teachers: and students who have in a manner finished 
their work for the present year, and will very probably result in a large 
percentage of failure among the candidates for that examination. The 
Registrar’s circular announcing the changes in question was dated the 19th 
September last, but was not received even 10 the college nearest to the. 
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Senate House before the 30th November fullowing. Who is responsible 
for this delay? If it was really necessary to make any changes, they should 
have been made earlier; even when they were made in the middle of the 
year, it was the duty of the University to see that they were communicated 
to all educational institutions in duetime. The writer asks the authorities 
to introduce the changes from 1891 instead of from the ensuing year. 
13. The Som Prakash, of the 9th December, says that the reason 

ei eer age ee ve J ee papier org ecacee sufficient know- 
of ee ee ie ee §= ledge of a subject to be able to teach it even 
eee after they aoe passed the M. A.s Exami- 
nation in that subject is that questions are indiscreetly selected by the 
University examiners. There are M.A.s in Sanskrit, who cannot write 
two lines in that language. An examination of the ‘questions set at the 
last M. A. Examination in Sanskrit will show that no competent knowledge 
of that language is required for answering them. 

. One of the questions in the paper on Veda and Alankar was ‘as 
follows :— 


“Do Naiyayikas and Western philosophers admit aygatgfe?” 

The writer would like to know whether candidates for the M.A. 
Examination in Sanskrit are bound to master all Western philosophy. 
In the Kdvyaprakdsh, which is their text book on rhetoric, there is some 
reference to the disagreement between philosophers and rhetoricians on the 


subject of agatgfee But can the examiner himself say whether 


Dalnik o SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


llth, Dec. 1889. 


Western philosophers admit agatgfg? Again, how can such a ques- 
tion test a candidate’s knowledge of Sanskrit rhetoric ? 

One of the questions in the paper on Sanskrit drama was as follows :— 

** Schlegel divides dramas into two classes,—classical and romantic. 
Under what class would you place the Sanskrit dramas, and why P ” 

In order to be able to answer this question a candidate* must have 
carefully read Schlegel. How can such a question, again, test a candi- 
date’s knowledge of the Sanskrit language? Again, Schlegel classifies 
dramas on a different principle from that followed by Sanskrit rhetoricians. 
It is really very difficult to answer the question, reconciling the two systems 
of classification. 

Another question was as follows :—. 


“To what extent do Sanskrit dramatists conform to the laws of dra- 
matic unity P Support your answer with apt quotations.” 

Many candidates for the Sanskrit M.A. Examination do not probably 
know what dramatic unity means, And is it possible for a student to have 
a clear idea of dramatic unity from a perusal of the one or two plays of 
Shakespeare which he read for the B. A. Examination ? ) 

Another question was as follows :— 


“ Delineate the character of wtqaq as exhibited in the Viracha- 
rita, and compare it with one of Shakespeare’s characters.” , 
There can be no objection to the first part of this question, but the 
second part is extremely inappropriate in a paper on the Sanskrit drama. 
Not more than one or two plays of Shakespeare are read for the B. A. 
Examination. And if 00 character similar to that of, wtayd has been 
found in those plays, how will the candidate for the M. A. Exgmination 
answer this question ? He cannot surely be expected to read all the plays 
of Shakespeare for the purpose of the M.A. Examination. It is doubtful 
whether even many professors of English read all these plays. 
14. The Datnik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 11th December, 
aero : says that Baboo Brahma Mohan Mallik 
School. Babar vingpoctorship of ghould be placed in charge of the office of 
| Inspector of Schools, Behar Division, during 
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the absence, on leave, of Dr. Martin, the permanent incumbent, just as 
Baboo Bhudeb Mukherji was in his time appointed to the Inspectorship 
of Schools in that division. The duties of the office may be satisfactorily 
discharged by Baboo Brahma Mohan’s able Assistant, Baboo Benimadhav 
De. This will be a very convenient as well as an economical arrangement, 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. ‘The Samaya, of the a een ext ~— the or gecsoag of — 
iain te at Serampore, and says that the people of 
ee the place believe that the a is due 
to the insanitary condition of the khal which passes through their town. 
What is the Serampore Municipality doing ? 
16. The Sulabh Samdchdr-o-Kushdaha, of the 6th December, has 
ee aaellea aaa ee oo a Maa oapognan r Se 
eae dak ™ Ganga Municipality that most of the Commis- 
rr sioners of that Municipality do not regularly 
attend its meetings and take no interest in its affairs. Meetings have to 
be postponed for want of a quorum. The money assigned for the improve- 
ment of roads is not spent for want of activity and supervision on the part 
of the Commissioners, and the present condition of the Municipality is most 
deplorable. 
17. The Sanjivant, of the 7th December, says that if the proposal 
ee __. made by Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee to 
agp Tince Albert Victor's reception a erect a Leper Asylum in Calcutta as a memo- 
| rial of Prince Albert Victor’s visit to this 
city be carried out, not only will a great boon have been conferred upon 
the city, but great respect also will have been shown both to the Royal visitor 
and his father, the Prince of Wales. The writer believes that for the pur- 
poses of such ‘a memorial more than a lakh of rupees could be raised in 
Calcutta and the Suburbs. 
18. The same paper says that it has become extremely difficult to 
, procure pure and genuine articles of food in 
_Adulteration of food-stufls in Cal- Qaloutta, Ghee, oil, milk, flour, almost every 
of such adulterated and unwholesome food by the people of Calcutta pro- 
duces dangerous diseases such as are rarely contracted by villagers in the 
mofussil. The Municipality should make every endeavour to check this 
fruitful source of disease. 
19. The Gauwhar, of the 11th December, reports that the conservancy 
and sanitary arrangements in the following 
lanes in Calcutta are very imperfect:— 


(1) Harin Bari, 2nd Lane. 


(2) Tirett’a Bazar Lanes. 
(3) Ohinapara Lane. 


It is hoped that the Chairman of the Municipality will soon direct his 
attention to the improvement of these lanes. 


Some bad lanes in Calcutta. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


90. The Sahachar, of the 4th December, says that those among the 
rulers of this country who tell the congressists 
_to give up all discussion of politics and to take 
up the question of social reform have evidently no sense of duty, because 
they themselves give more importance to the increase of the military 


High railway fares. 


defences of the cozntry than to the reform of its internal administra- 


tion, On the Beluchistan Railway line the fare on goods carried is so high 
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that the Afghan merchants seem to prefer camels for sending their goods 
to India. Andin India itself, notwithstanding the existence of railway 
lines, goods are often sent down from Agra by means of boats. 

Lord Lansdowne has been petitioned by a large number of merchants 
to reduce these heavy rates. But it is not likely that any thing will come 
of this petition. Lord Lansdowne should, however, direct his attention to 
the reform of the internal administration of the soe His Excellency’s 
Cashmere policy and his speech on the occasion of the passing of the 
Official Secrets Act have already made him unpopular. There is, however, 
time yet for His Excellency to regain his reputation. He should, first and 
foremost, shun Lord Dufferin’s policy, and resist the temptation to do thin 
merely for the sake of effect. Devotion to the real interests of the country 
will alone save His Excellency from failure as a Viceroy and Governor. 
General of India. 

21. <A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 7th December, reports — 

Pee eae re 7 - that the Race Pg . road from Ghora- 

soap roe, oramara to Haka’ mara to Dakalibunda in Rungpore is very bad. 

re Within the last three years four panies have 
been drowned on account of the want of a bridge over the Mrita Sati river. 

22. The Dacca Prakash, of the 8th December, approves of the scheme. 

submitted by the Inspector of Local Works, 
ant Qictm-tramway between Dacea Dacca, Baboo Madhab Chandra Roy, to the 

local District Board for the construction of a 
steam-tramway from Dacca to Goalundo, a distance of 45 miles, along the 
road which now connects those two places. | 

Tbe Inspector estimates the cost of a tramway at Rs. 7,82,000, calculating 
the cost of laying iron lines and of the preliminary works at Rs. 10,000 per 
mile, and that of the several bridges which will have to be made at Rs. 3,32,000. 
Tbe Inapector requests the District Board to borrow this sum. The interest 
calculated at the highest possible rate, namely, 5 per cent.,and supposing 
the money to be borrowed, as it should be, in India, will amount to about 
Rs. 40,000 per annum. 2 

The Inspector has been able to give no exact estimate of the probable 
income of the proposed line, nor is it easy to give such anestimate. But 
an approximately correct estimate may be made upon the following data:— 
It appears from Government's Railway report that the number of passengers 
who travelled on the Dacca-Mymensingh line in 1886 was 527,545, and that 
the total receipts from them amounted to Rs. 1,65,439. Tipperah, Noakholly, 
Sylhet, Cachar and other districts in Assam and Hast Bengal are as inti- 
mately connected with Dacca as with Mymensingh. In going from one of 
these districts to Calcutta or to North, South or West Bengal, one must travel 
vid Dacca. Under these circumstances, and considering that the income from 
the passenger traffic of the Dacca-Mymensingh line in 1886 was 165,489, an 
income of two lakhs of rupees may be fairly expected fromthe proposed 
ack This will leave a clear annual profit of one lakh of rupees to tne 

oard. 

Again, in spite of its prohibitive fares, which compels many to travel in 
boats or on foot, the steamer which plies between Dacca and Goalundo gets 
not less than 200 passengers every day. But the fares on the proposed line 
will be much less. There should-be different classes in the steam-tram which 


will run on this long line, and the fares for these classes should be fixed as 
follows :— 


Rs. A. P. 


First class... ws .. 4 8 6 at6 pies per mile. | 
Second class... ee ay 2 1 9 at 9 pies per mile. 
Intermediate class 2 ... 1 0 103 at 44 pies per mile. 
Third class... al ... 011 8 at8 pies per mile. 
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This low scale of fares is calculated to attract a far larger number of | 
passengers to the line; indeed thrice as many as those who travel in the 
steamer. But supposing the number of passengers not to be larger than © 
those of the steamer, 400 passengers will travel on the line every day, namely, 
900 from Dacca to Goalundo and 200 from Goalundo to Dacca, the total 
receipts, taking the average fare to be one rupee, being Rs. 400:per day or 
Rs. 1,64,000 per year. 

Besides this, the line will make an income by carrying luggages, parcels, 
and mails, and the inconvenience suffered at present by reason of delay in the 
delivery of mails will at the same time be removed. 


(h)—General.: 


93. A correspondent of the Chdruvartd, of the 2nd December cmanovanm, 
complains of the increasing’ irregularities in the °° *4. 188. 
The | Kishoregunge Sub-Begisiry Kishorgunge Sub-Registry office, Mymensingh. 
ofice, Mymensingh. paler : 
The Sub-Registrar is requested to be careful 
in future ; otherwise the secrets of his office will be disclosed. | 
24. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8rd December, is glad to learn Bvxwan Sanstvam, 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has ordered the ?% °™* 1%? 
abolition of outstills in the Presidency and 
Burdwan Divisions from the month of April 
next. The mischief done to the country by these outstills is incalculable. 
Tbe writer is at a loss for words to thank the Lieutenant-Governor for the 
order which, setting aside all considerations of revenue and influenced solely 
by a feeling of commiseration for this poor country, His Honour has passed 
for the abolition of the outstills. The Lieutenant-Governor has delivered 
the people from the clutches of sura rakshast (female demon in the shape 
of wine), and for this they will ever remain grateful to him. Sie Steuart’s name 
will be henceforth religiously cherished by the people of Bengal. May 
God bless Sir Steuart for the great good he has done to this country ! 
25. A correspondent of the same paper says that notices have been Boapway Saxsrvam. 
; served upon the people of the village of Ichha- 
en omplaint about filing roadcess pore within the jurisdiction of the lot Kulhanda, 
ution papers. ce epee ° : 
in the district of Hooghly, for filiogin the 
Collectorate at Hooghly within a week of the service of the notice all papers 
relating to the revaluation of the road cess in their village. Now as Hooghly is 
about six or seven days’ journey from Ichhapore, it will be impossible for the 
Ichhapore people to file the required papers within the prescribed time, and so 
they will have to pay the fine mentioned in the notice for exceeding that time. 
Government is therefore asked to permit the people of Ichhapore to file 
their road cess papers in the Collectorate of Burdwan. 
26. The Sahachar, of the 4th December, says that quite recently a — Sanscuas, 
‘The Midnapore shoe-beating ques. Statement appeared in the Bengalee news- * “ '™ 
_ papers that a suitor in the Court of Mr. Allen, 
Officiating Magistrate of Midnapore, was given a shoe-beating by order of 
the Magistrate. Mr. Allen has since given a denial to the statement. Govern- 
ment ought to enquire whether or not there was any foundation for the 
Bengalee’s statement. 
27. The Sulabh Samdchér-o-Kushdaha, of the 6th December, knows Sovssn samacuan-o- 
Sir Steuart Bayley and the vutstill DOt in what language to express its gratitude peo. eth, isso. 
sa to Sir Steuart Bayley for abolishing the out- 
still system in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. Sir Steuart has 
chown real moral courage by abolishing so prolific a source of revenue at 
this time of financial difficulty. Sir Steuart has pleased the people in many 
ways. Both his predecessors, were highly unpopular, but His Honour will 
leave an imperishable name bebind him. May God grant long life to Sir 
Steuart Bayley ! : 


Abolition of outstills inthe Presi- 
dency and Burdwan Divisions. 
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28. The same paper eae that the Income-tax has now’ become a 
urden to the people and should be abolished. 
» The Incomertax. Lord Dufferin imposed the Income-tax for the 
urpose of raising money for constructing fortifications and railways on the 
North-Western Frontier. It appears from Lord Lansdowne’s utterances after 
his inspection of the frontier that both the Khyber and Bolan Passes have 
been strengthened. Why should then the Income-tax still be collected from 
the people? If the tax is now abolished the people will gladly pay it again 
if any future emergency makes its reimposition necessary. 

29. The Bangabdst, of the 7th December, says that, while there ig no 
reasonable hope that a Royal Commission to 
inquire into Indian affairs will do any good, 
there is every fear that such a Commission will cost India a good deal of 
money. The Public Service Commission has cost 7 or 8 lakhs of rupees, but 
done no good to the people. Can a Royal Commission be expected to do any. 
thing more? 

80. Referring to the rule that no officer attached to the Bengal 
Secretariat, or to any of its connected offices, 
should in future become the accredited corre. 
spondent of any newspaper without the permission of the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, the same paper says that this rule has been 
made under the impression that it is the employés in the Government offices 
who furnish newspapers with official secrets. But will Government be able, 
by stopping the mouths of these employés in this way, to put a stop to the 
commission of acts of injustice and oppression by itself and its officers, and 
to prevent the growth of the discontent which such acts necessarily awaken. 

31. A correspondent of the some paper says that mails are irregularly 
delivered at Angbali, a village in the Jessore 
district, throagh the Banagram post office, al- 
though the village is situated at a distance of only three miles from the post 
office. The irregularity. was twice reported to the authorities, but to no 
purpose. It will be very convenient for the villagers if a letter-box is placed 
in the village. | | 

32. The Sanjivani, of the 7th December, says tbat the statement made 
by the Hindu Patrivt newspaper that the In- 
come-tax will be made permanent in this 
country is not such as should cause public uneasiness. The newspapers 
which are anxious to see this tax abolished have not adduced any arguments 
in favour of its abolition beyond the dictum of the late Professor Fawcett 
that direct taxation is not suited to the circumstances of India. But those 
that hold this view seem to forget that if the causes which warranted Professor 
Fawcett to consider direct taxation unsuited to India be still supposed to exist, 
the country can be yet regarded as fit for neither Local Self-Government nor 
the re-constitution of the Legislative Councils on an elective basis. It is true 
that at times direct taxation proves a source of oppression on the poor, but 
it is also a fact that indirect taxation, though it may not be attended with 
such palpable oppression, nevertheless presses heavily upon those who are 
subject tc it. Under a system of indirect taxation, a tax being imposed upon the 
necessaries of life, it is the poor who are taxed beyond their means, while 
the burden on the wealthy is comparatively light. ‘Take the case of the 
salt duty. A wealthy man does not use more salt than a poor man, and 
does not therefore pay a larger amount of the salt tax than a poor man. 
And it is simply because the tax does not press heavily on the wealthy that 
the Hindu Patriot and the British Indian Association are ever found to 
advocate its retention and even its increase. 


If the next year’s budget really shows a surplus of revenue over expen- 


A Royal Commission for India. 


A rule of the Bengal Government. 


Postal service at Angbali in Jessore. 


The Income-tax. 


- diture, it will be the duty of the Government to make the promised reduction 


of the salt duty, or if possible to repeal the duty altogether and thus confer a 
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benefit upon the poor. The income-tax should be retained, inasmuch as 
it is the only tax that touches many classes of people in this country who 
would otherwise find themselves completely untaxed. But though as regards 
the income-tax the writer advocates its retention, and points out that if 
any tax is to be singled out for repeal or reduction it is the tax on galt, he 
would nevertheless advise the Government not to reduce or repeal any of the 
existing taxes, and if there be really a surplus in the next year’s budget, to 
spend it in measures calculated to effect the much needed sanitary improve- 
ment of the country. 

da. Lhe Grambisi, of the 7th December, does not know in what terms 

; _ to thank Sir Steuart Bayley for the abolition 
a canaTt Bayley and the abolition of the outstill system from the Presidency and 
| Burdwan Divisions, AJ) the people of these 

divisions praise him with one voice. 

34, The same paper says that the rules recently made by Govern- 
ment for the management of catile-pounds 
are yery good. If these rules are strictly 
observed, the oppression in connection with the management of those pounds 
will greatly diminish. 


The management of cattle-pounds, 


I]J,—Leeisuative, 


$5. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th 
me nen ree November, has the following on the Official 
Secrets Act :-— | 

The writer has not yet been able to ascertain whether or not the Act in 
question is specially suited to this country. But he has not the feast doubt 
that the suppression of the offence against which it is directed is an 
absolute necessity with a Government in the conduct of its administration. 
There are many things which a Government must do secretly, and the 
publication of whose nature beforehand is sure to result in mischief. 
Suppose a Government finds it necessary to coerce a subject people and 
concocts measures accordingly. Ifthe measures are disclosed beforehand, 
will not the inevitable result be to put the enemy on guard and to frustrate 
the object of Government? 

The necessity of keeping State counsels secret has been recognised 
from very ancient times. The law books of the Hindus abound with slokas 
to that effect. As to punishing the publishers of State secrete, who will not be 

lad to see traitors like Mir Jafar, the General of Sirejuddaula, punished ? 
hus when the Hindu kings of India themselves found tt necessary to keep 
their counsels secret, there can be no doubt that it must be indispensable for 
the present rulers of India, who are foreigners in this country, to take 
measures with the view of rendering the disclosure of State secrets impossrble. 

Many may say that a law like the present ts unknown in free eountries 
like England and America, or in countries where government is carried on 
by popular voting. ‘Lo this the answer is, first, that India is neither a free 
country, nor is its government carried on by popular voting; secondly, that 
the necessity of preventing the publication of State secrets and punishing the 
publishers thereof is felt even in free countries; and thirdly, that the 
discussion of State secrets in the press is likely to give them much greater 
publicity than is desirable. ; } 

It may be again contended that in a country fike India, which is ruled 
by a Foreign Power, it often ‘becomes the interest of the people to know 
beforehand the secret plans and measures of Government ; for it is only by 
that means that they can by a timely agitation induce Government to 
abandon such of its plans ‘and measures as are Caleulated to be tejurious to 
them when put in force. ‘This may be met by the question, bas popular 
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There was extensive agitation in the country when the Ibert Bi) 
was passing through the Council, but what did the people of India gain by it ? 

Thus a knowledge of the secret plans and measures of Government is of 
no use to the people of this country, except in so far as it satisfies their 
curiosity, and it were best for them not to entertain such idle curiosity, — 

Besides, a3 the secrets of Government are often published in a garbled 
and mutilated form, the inevitable result of their publication is to throw 
discredit on the motives of Government, even when those motives are the 
very best possible. | 

If, then, it is the interest of Government to keep its deliberations 
secret at times, it is surely desirable that those who try to give out those 
deliberations should be punished. Provisions for the punishment of this 
class of offenders have been therefore most appropriately inserted in the 
new Act. | 

As regards the objection that the Act makes no distinction between 
papers conducted by Kuropeans and papers conducted by natives, it should 
be borne in mind that this impartiality in its application is not a defect, but 
a commendable feature of the Act. Before the passing of the Act, the 
Pioneer used to get official information earlier. But now that the Act has 
been passed, all newspapers will be treated alike. 

The press ought to thank Government for thus putting an end to the 
practice of the officers of Government of supplying secret information to a 
favored paper, and it should now ask Government to place at its disposal 
all information the public discussion of which is likely to purify the work 
of administration. 

86. The Sahachar, of the 4th December, says that, according to the 

apy : London ae oy of “ apg 4 Gazette 

Cross on the reconstitution of newspaper, Lord Cross will bring before the 
ee ee next iain of Parliament a Bill i with 
the question of the reconstitution of the Indian Legislative Councils. The 
Bill, it is said, will leave the constitution of the Viceregal Council unchanged. 
Among other changes, it proposes to confer the right of interpellation, and 
the power of discussing the budget on the members of the Provincial Legis- 
lative Councils, which, however, will not be allowed to be reconstituted on 
a representative basis. Thus it will be seen that the reforms proposed by 
his Lordship are even narrower in scope than those proposed by Mr. Brad- 
laugh, who is for constituting the Legislative Councils on a representative 
basis in accordance with the wishes of the people. It is true that India 
cannot expect to receive the same treatment at the hands of England as 
her colonies. But considering the fact that England’s material prosperity 
depends in a great measure on her commerce with India, the wishes of the 
Indian people ought to be at times treated with consideration. Lord Cross 
will prove himself blind to the signs of the times if he allows the present 
opportunity of pleasing the people of India by granting their prayer for 4 
reconstitution of the Legislative Councils on an elective basis to pass away. 
It is certain that what the peosle of India want will have to be conceded 
to them 20 years hence. But if the concession is now made, the people of 
India will take it in a thankful spirit: but if it is made 20 years hence 1 
will be looked upon as the payment of an old debt, very much in the 
manner in which Mr. Balfour’s proposed land legislation for Ireland is 
looked upon by the Irisn people. Itis hoped that his Lordship will yet act 
according to the signs of the times. 

37. The Samaya, of the 6th December, says that the present Secretary 

Lord Cross and the reconstitution of Of State for India is intensely conservative, and 
the Indian Legislative Councils. so long as he remains in his present post India 
need expect no amelioration of her lot. Demands having come from 
sides for a reconstitution of the Indian Legislative Councils, Mr. Bradlaugh 
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has framed a draft bill on the subject, which he purposes to Jay before the 
next Session of Parliament. Lord Cross thinks that all this agitation is not 
likely to be abortive and that there is great chance of Mr. Bradlavgh’s 
proposal for a reform of the Legislative Councils on a representative basis being 
iven effect to. So he wants to forestall Mr. Bradlaugh by bringing in a 
Bill on the subject himself. The object of his Bill is to prevent tbe reforms 
proposed by Mr. Bradlaugh. This conduct of Lord Cross has astonished 
the writer. 
38. The Daintk-o-Samachdr Chandriké, of the 8th December, has the 
Reform of the Indian Jegislative following on the subject of the reform of the 
Councils. Indian Legislative Councils :— 


It has become the conviction of the writer, from a review of the policy 


pursued by the English in this country, that they are not so anxious to do 
lasting good to the people of this country as they are to keep them in good 
humour by occasional concessions of an unimportant nature. It is for this 
reason that all their seemingly grand efforts at reform generally end in 
fuss and noise. Look at the Public Service Commission. What hopes did 
it not raise in the minds of the people? And how miserable the result 
it has achieved, after all! So the present demand for a reform of the 
Legislative Councils, which has given rise to high hopes in certain quarters, 
will result in something far short of the expectations tbat have been based 
upon it. The essential thing, the elective principle, will not be conceded. 
The number of non-official members may be increased, but that increase will 
practically mean nothing. Englishmen know very well that the people 
ought to be given some sop now and then, and they will give them a sop 
again, taking care that it is nothing like that for which they are clamouring. 


IV.—Narttvn Srarss. 


39. The Daintk-o-Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 10th December, refers 
to the Zofai-Caushmere newspaper’s article on Cashmere affairs as translat- 
ed by the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper, and makes the following 
observations :-— 

The Zofai’s indictment is not made in vague and general terms; it 

: consists of a detailed and specific reference 

cone: to incidents. The writer is therefore unable 

to say that what the knowing editor of the Zofas has stated is false and 
that what a particular Government official states is true. The writer will 
believe the Zofai’s statement so long as it is not contradicted and conclu- 
sively proved to be false. And until that is done, be will be unable to say 
that Cashmere has not been annexed benamz. It is equally sinful to hide 
the truth and to make a false statement. Lord Lansdowne says—* Wait 
for five years and then blame us if you find us occupying Cashmere.” 
There may be those whom this statement will satisfy, but it will not satisfy 
the writer. It is his firm belief that a disease ought to be eradicated in its 
germ. Five years is not avery short period; it means 60 months, 260 
weeks, and 1,825 days. And who does not know that one day may be 
sufficient for the purpose of bringing about a great and ‘unexpected revolu- 
tion? Much mischief may be done to Cashmere within those five years. 
he writer cannot believe that the recent events in Cashmere have not 
caused terror and uneasiness among the native princes of India. Colonel 
Malleson’s History of the Sepoy Mutiny has made it abundantly clear that 
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itis not the interest of the British Government to create uneasiness among 


the native chiefs of India. 
The Colonel has told the stories of the Rani of Jhansi, of the oppressed 


Nana Sahib and of the disaffected Kumar Sing. Everybody knows these 
stories, It is the duty of the press to guide Lord Lansdowne in the path 


of justice. For the editors of newspapers are the councillors of both the © 
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Government and the people. It is their bounden duty to tell the truth ana 
ive sound advice. They have vowed not to hide the truth or to publish 
falsehood in the shape of truth. 
Where the heart is loyal the tongue speaks‘the truth, and where the 
tongue indulges only in flattery and in an indiscriminate defence of the policy 
of Sovednaeat there poison dwells in the heart. The writer feels very 


strongly about Cashmere. Whenever he speaks of Cashmere, he will 
therefore use strong language. His heart has not yet grown callous, and 
he has rot yet become a master of the art of hiding his thoughts. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Pog a 40. <A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 7th December, says 
aa that the recent excessive rainfall at Gaurinadi 
nes entition of the people of Geuri- jn Burrisal has resulted in great suffering to 
the people. There is great demand for rice, 
and those that have rice stored up are selling it at a very high price. 
BancaBast. 4). Another correspondent of the same paper reports that the recent 
excessive rainfall at Burrisal, a village in the 
jo Tompects of the crops at Burrisal in Magura sub-division of the Jessore district, 
; | has destroyed the rade crops. The chotua 
aman paddy in the fields is submerged and destroyed. Rice was selling at 
three pice and a half per Aanchee seer before the rain; but the price rose to 
six pice during the rains. The crop was better this year than in the year 
before, but the recent rainfall has materially altered its prospects. 
SANJIVANT, 42. The Sanjivant, of the 7th December, says that Ganjam, which 
sete bran re ee was but slowly recovering from the effects of 
Pprehension of famine in Ganjam. the late severe famine, has been this time the 
scene of devastating floods, and it is feared that another famine will soon 
make its appearance there. Government should therefore hold itself in 
readiness from this time to meet the crisis when it arrives. 
SaNJIVANI, 43. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Debhog in the 
Exeessive rainfall and destruction Doro Dumnan perguonah in the district of 
of crops in Debhog, in district Mid- Midnapore, says that last year there was a 
so re failure of the crops in that khas mehal, and 
the Government therefore remitted one-half of the revenue payable by the 
ryots whose holdings were less than 10 bighas in extent. There was, how- 
ever, great distress among the owners of larger holdings, who in many cases 
found themselves unable to pay the revenue in time, and as a consequence 
saw their holdings sold in execution of certificates made by the Collector. 
A bumper crop was expected this year, and rice was already selling at a 
cheap rate until the excessive rainfall and high winds in the latter part of 
Kartik and the beginning of Agrahayan seriously damaged the paddy crop. 
Some fields are still under water, and the ripe paddy in others has germinated. 
The ryots have become despondent and do not know how to pay the debts 
they contracted last year, or how to procure food and satisfy the Collector's 
certificates in the present year. The Government is asked to take their case 
into favourable consideration. 


VI—MIsceLLANegovs. 


Bonpwan arog, 44. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 3rd December, says that Govera- 
rah eo cs 2 -°. ment must have money in order to be abke 
ane ggg of India under to conduct the administration of the countzy 

} si properly, and this money. must be paid by the 

people in the shape of taxes. But when any new tax is proposed by Govers- 

ment, the people grumble. The reason why they grumble is that they are 

too poor to pay more taxes. They are being gradually impoverished under 
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the British rule. The sources of the wealth of a native are principally 
three, namely, trade with foreign countries, manufacture, and agriculture. 
Of these three, the first two are in the hands of Englishmen, and only the 
last, agriculture, is in the hands of the people of India themselves. Hence 
the impoverishment of the latter. As the impoverishment of a people always 
tends to impoverish their Government, it behoves the Government of this 
country to find out means for developing its trade and manufactures. The 
increasing impoverishment of India is a problem upon the satisfactory solu- 
tion of which will depend the good government of India. 

45. The Sahachar, of the 4th December, in reviewing the essays 


written by Captains Duff and Mason, dealing 
with the question of increasing the efficiency 
of the Indian volunteer corps, makes the 
following observations :—According to Captain Duff, the natives of India 
cannot be trusted, and the number of volunteers should be large enough to 
keep them in check when necessary. For this purpose all Europeans 
and Hurasians living in India should be cmupaled to join the volunteer 
corps, from which the natives should be, as a matter of course, excluded. 
The volunteer takes no salary for his services, patriotism being his sole 
incentive. He is therefore always ready to go to the battle-field at his country’s 
call. But can the Kuropean residing in India ever come up to this high volun- 
teering ideal? Europeanscome to Indiato make money, and s0 they stay here 
only for a short time—say 20 years on an average. For this reason there is 
continual change in the personnel of the European volunteer corps in India, 
and there is not consequently among the members of that corps: that sym- 
pathy and attachment for each other which is so essential to the efficiency of 
a body of volunteers, and without which volunteer bodies cannot be depended 
On in times of emergency, 
~The members of the Kuropean volunteer corps labour under another 
and a more serious disqualification, which is that their connection with 
the country is very brief and not of a permanent nature. And they can 
be neither regular soldiers nor volunteers in a country, whose connection 
with it is only of the nature of a short sojourn. ‘The efficiency of the 
European volunteer corps will be still more impaired if they are asked to 


Captains Duff and Mason on volun- 
teering in India. 


look upon the natives of the country as their enemies whom it is their 


duty to keep in check. The members of the corps are mostly educated 
men, and they know in their heart of hearts that any attempt to 
repress the just aspirations of the people is unjust, and the consciousness 
of being engaged in an unjust work will utterly destroy their efficiency. 
Tbe soldiers of Napoleon Bonaparte, victorious everywhere else, got worsted 
in Spain, simply because, when fighting in Spain, they knew and felt full 
well that they were assisting in an unjust work, the work, that is, of 
ruling over a people against their wish. Similarly, in the American War of 
Independence, the English soldiers, though they were superior in discipline 
and arms to those of Washington, were defeated simply because there was 
wanting in them that essential element of success in the battle-field, the 
consciousness of fighting for a just cause. | 

As regards the question of enlisting Kurasians as volunteers, it is not 
Worth a moment’s consideration. Nobody in this country fears the 
Eurasians, and, speaking generally, they are very poor in courage and 
physical strength. This, at any rate, is the common belief in this country. 
A buffalo was once sacrificed on the occasion of a puja in the house of 


the late Rasmani Dasi of Jaun Bazar in Calcutta, and a quarrel arose — 


among some Eurasians and muchis (tanners) for the possession of the 
carcass of the animal. The Eurasians brought out pistols, which the muchis 
smilingly snatched out of their hands. But when some of the muchis 
brought out Jathis, the old Mr. DeSouza cried out, Rabvt, Rabot, peliye dya, 
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neltye dya, bhouser lege ki jan khoyabi, or, “ Come away, Rabot (Robert)— 
should we’ losé our lives for the sake of a buffalo?” No, not even the 
lathials of this country will fly away from Eurasians armed with guns, > 
 -The fact is that if Government adopts the advice of Captain Duff, 
it will only make the péople think that it not only distrusts them, but is 
ready even to kill'them. But the writer is sure that Government does not 
entertain any hostile’ designs against the people of India, and will never 
adopt the Captain’s advice. «= 

Reference is then made to that part of Captain Mason’s essay wherein 
he warns Government against the small Indian minority who have beep 
educated at the cost of the State during the last 30 years, and who, 
according to him, want to apply to India democratic methods of Govern. 
ment; and the following remark is made:—It seems from this that, 
according to Captain Mason, the educated Indians, the same who, year 
after year, assemble at the Congress, are disaffected towards Government and 
want to bring about a political revolution. If this statement had been made 
by the Pioneer, the writer would have taken no notice of it. But Captain 
Mason is a Government officer, and the United Service Institution, where 
the Captain read his paper, is a representative body. And so the writer must 
say that it isa very bad thing for Captain Mason to speak of educated 
Indians in this way and for the United Service Institution to encourage 
such writing. The charge of sedition has been so often brought against 
the people of India that they have gradually ceased to take notice of it. 
But when an officer of Government makes such a baseless statement as 
this in regard to the most important section of the Indian public, it is 
the duty not only of the latter, but also of Government, to protest against 
it. To say that the educated Indians are the enemies of Government is ‘to 
make a statement at once false and dangerous. 

46. The same paper says that as Prince Albert Victor has expressed 
himself tired of feasts and entertainments got 
up In his honour, the Calcutta public would 
do well not to spend money uselessly in this year of distress on empty shows 
and displays of fireworks, &c., in honour of the Prince. Let the Prince 
be received in a simple style and presented with an address in a handsome 
but not too costly casket. As for entertaining the Prince at a feast, let that 
business be left to the Viceroy. The Prince is fond of hunting, and so 
when he comes here a hunting party should be got up and sent with the 
Prince to the Sunderbuns in a Government steam-launch for a few days’ 
sport. All this will cost no money to the public. ) are 

47. The Surabhi-o-Paidkd, of the 5th December, says that Theebaw 
has been represented as having been a 
ete bew 88 represented by English- drunkard and a lewd and cruel man. But 
Lady Dofferin thus writes about him in her 
diary :—‘' He did not drink, as he was said to do, as no wine-botiles, full 
or empty, were found in the palace.” Selfish Englishmen have blackened 
Theebaw’s character in the same way as they have blackened that of the 
Nawab Seraj-ud-doulah. | 
48. The same paper says that the system of electing members for the 
es teesiies oe Supreme and Provincial Councils proposed in 
y Mr. Bradlaugh’s Bill for the reconstitution of 
the Indian Legislative Councils is not abad one. The Bill proposes to confer 
upon the people of India only a very small portion of what the Congress 
and the people of India want. The Indians will by no means attain to 8 
perfect state of blessedness if this Bill be passed. It only proposes to introduce 
those reforms which are indispensable and which will form the basis of 
subsequent reforms. The authorities will object to confer upon Indians 
even the small benefit which the Bill proposes to confer vpon them. But 
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it is hoped that they will not be able to refuse to pass the Bill when the 


united voice of two hundred and fifty millions of Indians reaches Parliament. 


49, The Sudhakar, of the 6th December, says that not one Mahomedan 


Mahomedans and the Civil Service, 88 succeeded in entering the Civil Service 
|... since that service was thrown open to Indians. 

The amount of administrative power possessed by Civilians is so great that 
much good would result to the Mahomedan community from the appointment 


of a fewMahomedans as Civilians. The standard of age hitherto fixed for the ‘ 


Civil Service Examination was so low that it was impossible for a Mahomedan 
to acquire sufficient knowledge of English at that age to be able to compete 
at the Civil Service Examination. But now that the standard of age for 
that examination has been raised, Mahomedans should no longer sit idle. 
Mahomedans in general being in bad circumstances, it is impossible for 
them even when they are clever and have sufficient education, to com- 
pete at the Civil Service Bxamination for want of money. In order to 
enable poor but clever Mahomedan youths to compete at that examination, 
an association should be established in Calcutta with branches in every 
district to raise funds for that purpose. 


50. The Samaya, of the 6th December, says that while at Mysore 
Prince Albert Victor was quite astonished 
at the grand scale in which preparations 
were made for his reception and entertain- 
ment, and he is reported to have observed as follows :—*‘* The Native 
Princes of India must be immensely rich, and they must be willing to 
spend their money in this way, otherwise why should they make preparations 
on such a grand scale? It seems they are very happy under the British 
rule, and that they want to show this to the world by getting up these shows 
and entertainments.” The Prince is not to blame for giving expression to 
this erroneous Opinion regarding the wealth of the Native Princes. The 
blame should attach to Government. The Prince is in India, and it is the 
duty of every one about him to let him know the real condition of the country. 
Now as regards these native chiefs, they are being compelled todo by Gov- 
ernment and the Residents what they are doing for the reception of the 
Prince. They know well that they will be deposed if they show the least 
remissness in giving a suitable reception to the Prince, and that is why they 
are vieing with one another in getting up shows and. entertainments jin 
honour of the Prince. The condition of the native chiefs is really miserable 
in the extreme, and their exchequer is empty. The Prince can by a secret 
inquiry easily ascertain everything about these native chiefs. The writer 
does not mean to say that no one should show loyalty to the Prince. What 
he means to say is that loyalty is an offering of the heart, which cannot find 
expression only in expenditure of money. Let the people of India show 
to the Prince loyalty which is in their hearts, and receive him according to their 
means, If grand shows and entertainments are got up for the Prince where- 
ever he goes, he will have guod reason to think that the statements whieh 
are made in the press about the poverty of India are false. 


51. The Bangabdst, of the 7th December, learns from the Chéruvdrtd 
| newspaper that the import of jute is daily 
| increasing at Sherpore, but the import of rice 
at the local hAt is decreasing. On Thursday last rice was sold at Sherpore 
at 8 seers per rupee, and many could not procure it even at that price. The 
cultivators have ceased: to ‘cultivate paddy and taken to the cultivation of 


jute. The result will be disastrous. ee eh 
Export trade with England is sure to be attended with mischief of this 


Prince Albert Victor on the native 
Princes of India. 


Jute cultivation in Mymensingh. 


kind. But the Baboos of Sherpore town, whose beads are full of erroneous — 
notions imbibed from. Mill and Spencer, see no evil in it. Native trade and | 
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manufacture are gone, and native agriculture is sbout to share the same fate 
The evil should be yet remedied, or the consequence will be disastrous. 
52. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 7th December, says that Justicg 
Romesh Chunder Mitra, who is about to retire 
j ng nae Justice Romesh Chun- has pleased Her Majesty’s Government by his 
long and meritorious service, and his appoint. 
ment, some years ago, a8 Officiating Chief Justice is a proof of the ye 
high estimation in which he is held by Government. ‘The people of this 
country would therefore like to see some mark of Her Majesty’s fayou; 
bestowed on him. Government has before this bestowed titles on deserving 
Judges of the High Court after their retirement. It is, therefore, hoped 
that Government will decorate Justice Mitra with the insignia of the order 
of K.C.1.E. Justice Mitra of course does not seek such an honour, nor 
would any such honour raise him higher in people’s esteem and regard, 
But Government should nevertheless do its duty by honouring him in the 
manner proposed. 
53. The Sanjivani, of the 7th December, says that the ryots of the Suja- 
he tytn te Coenen mutha pergunnah, in the Midnapore district, 
nah, in sub-division Contai, of the are being subjected to so great oppression at 
idnapore district. the hands of the officials of the Burdwan Raj 
that it is time that the Government interfered in their behalf. The memorial 
they have made to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue contains seven 
specific prayers not one of which appears unreasonable. The Government 
must interfere if these poor oppressed people are to be saved from the 
zemindar’s highhandedness. It is hoped that Sir Steuart Bayley will listen 
to their prayer. 

54. The Dacca Gazetie, of the 9th December, requests Government to 
ascertain the cause of the fall in the number 
of shop-keepers at the Kartik-Baruni méq in 
Dacca. ‘This mela does incalculable good to the people. 

55. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 9th December, says that the col- 
lapse of the Town Hall meeting was due to 
the fact of the different communities having 
attempted to take the lead instead of combining harmoniously to determine 
upon a line of action that would have secured the approbation of all. It 
was pointed out beforehand that confusion would arise if any particular 
ad attempted to take the lead; and what was feared has been 
realised. 

56. The Som Prakash, of the 9th December, says that the present 
leper asylum in Amherst Street, Calcutta, al- 
though it had no houses near it when it was 
built, has now come to be surrounded by human habitations in close proxi- 
mity to it. It has therefore become necessary to remove it to some place 
out of the town where a clear space of at least five dighas of land should be left 
all round it in order to prevent houses being built close to it in future. It 
will not now cost much money to purchase 20 to 25 bighas of land out of 
the town. Instead of wasting money on fireworks and illuminations, it would 
be well to erect a permanent meworial of the visit of Prince Albert, Victor 
to Calcutta in the shape of an improved leper house of the kind mentioned 
above. Of the money raised for the reception of Prince Albert Victor 10 
Calcutta, the major portion should be spent on the construction of such a leper 
house, and only a very small portion on pageants. 

i 57. The Navavibhdkar Sdédhdrant, of the 

: 9th December, delivers itself as follows on the 
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execution of Tantia :— 


The whole of India, the very people whom Tantia had oppressed, the 
Englishman, the Statesman, nay, the whole Native and Anglo-Indian Pres®, 
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including even the Pioneer, earnestly begged for the life of Tantia, bat our 
self-sufficient Goverment found itself unable gratify the people by pardoning 
Tantia. What should the people say under these circumstances but that Gov- 
ernment has been prompted by vindictive feelings in executing Tantia? Gov- 
ernment would have won an undying reputation if it had commuted the 
sentence of Tantia to one of transportation in honour of Prince Albert 
Victor’s visit to India. Government has not done well by displaying such 
croel heroism in utter disregard of the prayer of united India. Obstinacy 
is a bad thing in all cases. If a Government wishes to be popular it should 
rant many unreasonable prayers of the people. But unfortunately the 
fadiane have got Governors of a type who care nothing for the love and 
oo a of the people, and who make harshness a main feature of their 
olicy. 
58. The same paper, referring to the collapse of the meeting lately 
Poo of Prince Alber Victor in for the reception of Prince Albert Victor in 
Calcutta, says that it never expected such a 
fiasco in the meeting. The people of Calcutta should consider themselves 
fortunate that they have got an opportunity of doing honour to Prince 
Albert Victor. Such being: the case, all men should act in harmony in 
this matter. | 

The proposal not to have any pageant on the occasion of Prince 
Albert Victor’s visit to Calcutta appears rather absurd. The majority of 
people would not listen to such a proposal. Cannot sufficient money be 
raised in Calcutta both for pageants and solid benefits in spite of the existence 
of so many rich menia it? If that cannot be done, the prestige of the town 
will not be maintained. | 

59. The Datntk-o-Samdchdr Chandritd, of the 11th December, 

: | says that it can never be admitted that it is 
mote recent public meeting at the Baboo Surendra Nath’s party, and not equally 

the phalanx of the British Indian Associa- 
tion, that is responsible for the miserable failure of the recent public meeting 
at the Town Hall. A handful of persons ought never to be allowed to pose 
as the leaders and representatives of the different communities of Calcutta ; 
and yet this is actually tolerated by the public. A few zemindar members of 
the British Indian Association, joined by a dozen Anglo-Indians, styled them- 
selves the representatives of the people and presented an address to Sir Ashley 
Eden, as if they really represented this vast country. The number and import- 
ance of such spurious public meetings is, however, increasing at the present 
time. In a similar manner the Indian Association styles itself a public 
body, representing the education and intelligence of the country. The 
recent meeting at the Town Hall called itself a public meeting, but, as a 
matter of fact, it was a meeting composed of some of the members of the 
British Indian Association and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. Nei- 
ther the British Indian nor the Indian Association represents the people of 
this country, and the Bengal Chamber of Commerce had no more right to 
represent tne Hindus and Mussulmans of Bengal at the Town Hall 
meeting than Nawab Abdul Luteef had to pose as the representative 
of the Mahomedan community. Baboo Surendra Nath Banerji was there- 
fore perfectly justified in questioning the right of the meeting to style 
itself a public meeting. And this contention would have held good even 
if his amendment had been carried to its legitimate conclusion, or even 
if the Viceroy had honoured it with his presence. 

The writer deeply regrets that after the Lieutenant-Governor was asked 
to take the chair the meeting should have been made to end in a fiasco. 
But he is glad that the attempt to make a class meeting appear as a public 
meeting was rendered abortive, at least in this instance. The people of 


held at the Town Hall to concert measures 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SADE :RANI, 


Dec. 9th, 1889. 


DAINIK 0 SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Dec. 11th, 1+89. 


( 1106 ) 


this country should see that no public meeting or association is possible 
in this country, and that neither the British Indian, nor the Indian 
Association, neither the Chamber of. Commerce, nor the Mahomedap 
Literary Society, is a public body which represents the whole country 
Baboo Surendra Nath Banerji stated at the Town Hall meeting that it was 
not a meeting representing the whole of Bengal. He will doubtless he 
compelled to admit that no meeting or association in the country at the 
present time or in the past is or was a representative body, and that Congresg 
Conference, National Fund or Indian Association, not one of them possesses 
a representative character. The farce enacted at the recent Town Hall 
meeting ought to be a lesson to the people of this country as well ag to 
their leaders. 
Unrya Papers. 


aes ax 60. Alluding to the present rate of subsistence allowance of abadhang, 
Neb. Shin, 1000 Aina tines is iat who are trained in the vernacular schools 
of the district, namely, one rupee per month, 
the Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 20th November, remarks that the allowance 
is very small, and that it should be increased to at least Rs. 2 per mont, 

The Utkaldipska, of the 28rd November, holds the same opinion. 
61. All the native papers of Orissa make unfavourable reports of the 
lh i ei ii late heavy rain. According to them it 
rained incessantly for more than forty-eight 
hours, and with the rain was an unsteady wind which blew from the north and 
east with a force of varied intensity, thereby doing great injury to the 

ripe paddy and the winter crop. 

62. The columns of the nacive journals are full of detailed accounts 
of Prince Albert Victor’s Indian visit. They 
make a kind and loyal notice of the Princes’s 

movements and proceedings, and wish His~ Royal Highness a happy and 
peaceful sojourn in India. | 
f SaMvap Banika, 63. Tne Samvadvahika, of the 21st November, draws the attention 
— of Government to the mismanaged state of 
Management of Hindu charitable many of the existing Hindu charitable endow- 
cauetecouen ments in India, and observes that tne Indian 
Legislature ought to provide a remedy for the correction of abuses in 
connection with their management, which are too palpable to elude public 
notice. : . 
senehenbiaiie: 64. The same paper speaks highly of the proposal of Mr. Hopkins, 
the Officiating Commissioner of the Orissa 
mee | af good proposal made by Mr. J)ivision, that zemindars and other proprietors 
Bi ch opkins. | oa . 
Ae ie owning landed property in Orissa ought to 
keep in their possession granaries full of paddy, ready to relieve their tenants 
and ryots in seasons of scarcity and distress, 7 
latte AND 65. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 27th November, regrets to find 
Nov. 27th, 1889. ai that cholera follows in the wake of the Jagap- 
| nath pilgrims wh.» are travelling back from 
Puri along the Grand Trunk Road in the Balasore district, and is making 1t 
way into tne villages skirting that road. | 
vara ann 6. The Kendrapara correspondent of the same paper reports tliat the 
| late rains have done great injury to the paddy 
crop in that sub-division, and that Jambu, 
Huketolla and other sea-board villages in that sub-division were submerged 
in sea-water for some time. | Le PRS Dottie 
SaMVADBABIEA. 67. The Samvadvahtka, of the 28th November, also writes about the 
thy gah | great injury that has been done to ripe. paddy 1 
the Balasore district by the unseasunable rains 
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? of the last month. 
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68. The Khorda correspondent of the same paper objects.to the 
Realisation of tuccavi advances in Tealisation of tuccavi advances in the present 


are month, and suggests that the realisation should 
be deferred till January next. 


69. The Dipaka, of the 30th November, finds fault with the miserly 


The Csleutta Municipality and the action of the Calcutta Municipality in er 
a of Prince Albert Victorin ing only two thousand rupees towards the ex- 


penses of the reception of His Royal Highness 


Prince Albert in that town. | 
70. The Utkaldiptka, of the 30th November, points out the necessity 


An M.A. class in the Ravenshaw Of opening an M.A. class in connection with 
College. the Ravenshaw College in Cuttack, and calls 
upon the Rajahs, zemindare, and other rich natives of Orissa to contribute 
a substantial sum towards that object. 


Assam Paprrs. 


71. The Silchar, of = = December, says that according to the 
ate calculation of the Deputy Commissioner of 
— ee A a a Clee "pele liviog in 
Assam about 1,25,000 people drink liquor. Now women constitute nearly 
the half of the population of Assam, and supposing the number of 
them who drink to be one-fourth of the number of the male drinkers, 
the above calculation fixes the number of the male drinkers at more 
than one-half the entire male population of the country. Now the 
number of drunkards may decrease if the price of country-made liquor is 
increased to its former rate, and Government is accordingly asked to increase 
that price. 
72. The same paper says that the crops grew abundently at Silchar. 
Condition of the crops at Silchar in DUt in consequence of the last two weeks’ 
Assam. rainfall nearly half-anna of the crops will be 
lost. It is nearly three months that rice is selling at Rs.4 per maund. The 
poor can suffer no longer. 7 ; 
73. Tne Paridarshak, ys the 2nd December, heartily welcomes Mr. 
iii da wen uinton, the new Chief Commissioner of 
a Assan, to Sylhet. Mr. Quinton is a North- 
Western Provinces civilian. He was a member of the North-Western 
Provinces’ Board of Revenue and an additional Member of theViceregal Coun- 
cil, and is well known as an able and experienced officer. Assam owes a great 
deal to North-Western Provinces civilians. Tne Hon’ble Sir Charles Elliott 
has opened the eyes of the people of Assam, and Mr. FitzPatrick bas left an 
ineffaceable impression on their hearts. It is hoped that Mr. Quinton will 
tread in the footsteps of his illustrious predecessors. Sylhet occupies the 
highest place among the Assam districts. The inhabitants of Sylhet suffered 
a great deal on acconnt of Mr. Ward’s rigorous Land and Revenue Regu- 
lations. Mr FitzPatrick, the late kind Chief Commissioner, saved the almost 
ruined mirasdars by suspending the operation of the rigorous sections in the 
registration chapter of the Regulation, and by altering the mode of working 
of that chapter. It is hoped that Mr, Quinton will annul the sections th 
Operation of which was suspended by Mr. FitzPatrick. : 
Mr. Quinton is also-requested to inquire why no paddy plants are seen 
on the side of the road from Sylhet to Karimgunge. If he enquires, he will 
know that the cause is obstruction of drainage by the road. 
The Sylhet Municipality is an eyesore to Government. The Chief 
Commissioner’s present visit will convince him that the Sylhet Municipality 
is not so far advanced as the Bengal Municipalities. Mr. Ward, jate 
Chief Commissioner, lost sight of this fact and insisted on the Commissioners 
enbancing the rates for laying water-works, &c. 
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74. The same paper says that on the 27th September last some @0 
or 70 starving Santhal coolies belonging to the 
tea-gardens at Lakartora, Kayochhara, and 
Daldali came to Sylhet to represent their grievances to the Deputy Com- 
missioner. The sight of the starving coolie-boys and girls must have melted 
even a heart of stone, and agentleman gave them some money. Mr. Harold 
the Deputy Commissioner, directed the coolies to go to Mr. Messurier, the 
Assistant Commissioner, who was then at the police-station. When the 
coolies reached the police-station they found the manager of one of the 
tea gardens conversing with Mr. Messurier. Mr. Messurier directed the Sub- 
Inspector of the Reserve Police to take the coolies to his house. On the 
following morning Mr. Harold sat to hear the grievances of the coolies, and 
after hearing what they had to say told them to return to the garden. But 
they expressed their unwillingness to return, on the ground that they were 
suffering from hunger, and that during the last 16 days the sahib had not 
given them anything in the shape of pay or loan except Rs. 2 to a family 
consisting of four or five persons, and that they knew nothing about any agree- 
ment between the sahib and themselves. And they added that if, under 
these circumstances, they were compelled to return to the garden, they would 
put ap end to their lives by drowning, and some of them actually went to the 
Surma river and to a tank in the neighbourhood to put an end to their 
miserable existence. Mr. Harold then ordered that five of the sirdars should 
be detained in hajut to await their trial. The rest of the coolies returned 
to the tea-garden, surrounded by the garden Baboo and the garden sirdar, 
wailing loudly all the way. 

75. The same paper draws the attention of Mr. Quinton to the follow- 
ing grievances of the people of Sylhet on the 
occasion of his first visit to that district, and 
requests him to redress the grievances :— 


(1). Sylhet has considerably suffered from floods for four or five suc- 
cessive years. There has been great loss of crops, partly 
from providential causes and partly on account of defective 
construction of roads by the officers of the Public Works — 
Department. There being but few drains under the roads, 
the hill water, which, on account of the clearing operations 
of the planters on the hills now comes down suddenly in 
torrents, does great mischief to cultivation by being unable 
to pass quickly from one side of a road to another, that 1s 
to say, by remaining locked up on one side and so sub- 
merging thecrop there. The condition of the Churkhai- 
Karimgunge road from Churkhai to Saula will clearly 
illustrate this to the: Chief Commissioner when he passes 
by that road. 

In the interests of both the Government and the public, the 
employment of a larger number of educated people in the 
Police Department on respectable salaries has become very 
necessary. The people are oppressed and ill-treated by 
the police because there are now very few educated and 
well-paid men in that department. 

The Civil Court amins are not the best of men to be entrusted 
with the duty of making local enquiries in civil cases 1 
Assam. They are a precious set of men indeed, as Gov- 
ernment, can enquire and know. These aminships should 
be abolished and a new class of officers, who, by the ways 
may be called Sub-Munsifs, should be recruited from 


among pleaders for the purpose of doing what the present 
amines do. | . | 


A case of coolie oppression. 


The grievances of the people of 


(2). 


(3). 
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(4) There are many educated Assamese, practising as pleaders in 
different parts of Assam, whom Government should give pre- 
ference to in making appointments to the Subordinate 
Executive and Judicial services. Mr. Quinton should give at 
least balf the appointments in the Judicial Service to 
the Assamese in consultation with the High Court. 

(5) The present condition of the people of Assam is deplorable. 
They are overburdened with taxes. They are subjected to 
oppression by the Income-tax assessors, who assess too rigor- 
ously and do not allow even sellers of bamboos and betel- 
leaves and poor fishermen to escape. Landholders are 
heavily in debt, and landed estates come tothe hammer in 
large pumbers for arrears of Government revenue and for 
the purpose of satisfying Civil Court decrees. Mr. Quinton 
should inquire into all this. 

(6) The stamp attached to applications for depositing arrears of 
revenue was formerly worth 8 annas only, and is now 
worth so much as Rs. 2-8. And as a fee of 10 annas has 
to be paid for service of notice in connection with each 
euch application, there may be an expenditure of Rs, 3-2 
for paying in an arrear of one pie of revenue. All this 
is a source of great hardship to the people of Assam, and 
Mr. Quinton should issue an order under which Government 
revenue may be collected with facility and without subjecting 
people to anything like the hardship they now suffer. 

(7) Most of the residents of the town of Sylhet are poor men over- 
burdened with taxes and unable to pay any new tax. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 14th December 1889. 
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